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persons of greater or less distinction with whom in the course of his 
long life he has been more or less intimately associated. These 
volumes contain much which else would not have seen the light, yet 
for lack of which we should have been the losers. They are marked 
equally by keen discernment and uniform kindness of spirit. They are 
at the same time worthy of the author's literary reputation, and make 
us regret that what he had previously written should have been for the 
most part buried in periodical literature, which, however full of life 
when new, it is proverbially hard to resuscitate. They cannot fail of a 
welcome from the graduates of Harvard generally, and from all who 
love to trace the fountains of history in personal biography and 
anecdote. 



16. — Christianity, its Essence and Evidence: or, An Analysis of the 
New Testament into Historical Facts, Doctrines, Opinions, and 
Phraseology. By George "W. Buenap, D. D. Boston : Crosby, 
Nichols, & Co. 1855. 12mo. pp. 410. 

The promulgation of the doctrines of Christianity was accompanied 
by an array of historical facts, natural and miraculous. In recording 
these facts, and in communicating the contents of the divine revelations 
which they attested, the sacred writers employed of course the style of 
their country and age, and could not have avoided the use of phraseology 
conformed to the then current opinions in philosophy and on general 
subjects. Had they taken a different course, they might have written 
for remote posterity, but would have been unintelligible to the people 
of their own times. But it is from the phraseology thus used, and the 
opinions thus referred to, that recent infidelity and naturalism have 
derived a very large proportion of their most specious cavils and objec- 
tions. On this ground they have been successfully met by Christian 
scholars on both sides of the Atlantic, among whom we might name as 
foremost Neander and Stuart. Dr. Burnap's work has this same 
purpose. He attempts, by a logical analysis of the component ele- 
ments of the New Testament, to discriminate between the revelation 
and its media on the one hand, and the necessary conditions of its 
being put on record on the other; and to ward off from the former 
objections which cease to be objections when it is understood that they 
have sole reference to the latter. The work manifests equal ability and 
learning. In great part its conclusions cannot fail to win the suffrages 
of every reasonable believer in Christianity ; though on some points 
those who admit the author's general principles might differ from him 
as to their application. 



